
I believed that a speech can be held without any skills in taming the butterflies in your 
stomach. I was a fool. I am a fool. 
 
I'm here in front of what I have called always the best university in Romania, Academia 
de Studii Economice Bucuresti, part of my heritage, and you my friends, part of my 
future. 
 
Exactly this week, two years ago it all got started. 
 
I got married!  
 
I started this MBA. 
 
This was truly a new beginning in my life. 
 
You may understand small family businesses or small private partnerships. I work in a 
small M&A boutique partnership. Exactly one year ago my senior partner Geoff Upton 
passed away suddenly and surprisingly and too young. He was our mentor, our 
“business father” and he left us an enormous hole. He left a legacy of human 
development hard to equal in our Europe, a milestone of a remarkable path.  
 
For me, this last year, has been an even deeper journey, an even harder path but 
probably a more meaningful one because I knew Geoff was still there – guiding me 
quietly.  
 
Today we graduate our MBA. 
 
The pace of our lives has tremendous speed. 
 
But this is the only road we know – from birth to death. There is no more powerful 
reminder of the power of this road trip than the closeness of our death. For those of us 
facing death it is a reminder to unlock all the energy within us, to listen to our hearts and 
to always do our best.  
 
When looking into the human history I realized that a small number of people, like we 
are here today, is the only human thing which managed to change the world. Always a 
handful of people or less. 
 
I believe that a short story of my cultural learning curve may be of interest to you. I 
promise to be short. 
 
All starts with trust, you have to trust in something, there is something there for you 
looking forward, no matter what you do or don’t, surely looking back is all appears as 
cause-effect, but is not how the world is made and is just a trick of mind. So trust in a 
better world, is the engine driving us all here today, and in our work everyday, and our 
daily mindset to deliver our best. 
 
We are here today because we trust that at least education will help us in become more 
the effective managers we want to be, to deliver more from what we think we can 
deliver. We trust that education is more than knowledge that education is about values 



and ethics too and about a code of behavior. We trust that educated people can better 
serve the society  
 
What this MBA program stands for, is not just that education can create a better world, 
but that the trust of people with education which can create the better world, it is the trust 
in people which trust people which can create this better world. This is what I believe in. 
 
I personally think of Steve Jobs as a case study, but he repeats one message which like 
the words of other great human beings like Gandhi and Buddha, both of which I 
personally think a lot of and they brought change of the human mindset and the world, 
so I give you one his best quotes: Stay hungry, Stay foolish. And this was my second 
cultural breakthrough. 
 
On one side keep wanting more, keep curiosity in your heart, learn more and develop, 
but also keep modest, keep throwing yourself in the unknown, taking it from zero again 
and again, live frugally and experience the diverse with every opportunity, for life is not a 
destination, but the path, the trip, and its only measure is always walking high and 
making new paths. 
 
For the third step, and probably the most mature I have taken, I have admitted to myself 
the vastness of the world, in simple words I have discovered the world. I embrace  
diversity and culture.. I plan that for the rest of my life to keep traveling around the world 
and share the world, and starting from this I feel diversity is what is the seed of human 
reinventing for the next century, in both economic and cultural means, and I believe that 
we as proponents of our society should strive to deliver diversity and create a climate 
where diversity is one of the core values of our world. 
 
Truly thinking of the future, I think I do not know much about it, but being eager to 
discover it, being eager to develop it, and knowing some of the individuals working to 
deliver some of it, it is for me an achievement enough. 
 
One more step ahead I have learned what richness is, I foolishly believed that it is what 
you earn, and what you make, then I realized it must be what be what you manage to 
keep, and only finally I realized it must be linked to what you need, because the richest 
people are not the ones having the most, but the ones being happy with the least.  
 
Surely as the first and the last step of my becoming, and as one cannot forget the 
pyramids of alcohol recipients from intensive training we have went through, the hard 
case study nights when almost sleeping we have laughed at the utmost simple jokes, 
and because all this stands for the fun in life, as life has to be a joyful ride. 
 
So I finally realized, that life has to be the journey we all take, plowing through the 
unknown, trusting us and our friends, changing the human landscape to deliver the best 
to our society in an enjoyable manner, and keeping our heart rich. 
 
As the last words I want to thank you for some of the best moments in my life, which are 
expected to deliver some of the best achievements. 
 
Keep hungry, keep foolish! 
 
Thank you all! 


